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“Without transportation we could not fight at all. In these days

there is nothing which enters into war, from troops to bullets,

which is not dependent absolutely on transportation. Everyone

must concede that they (the railroads) have done an outstanding
piece of work."”

Hon. Josepr B. EasTmaN, Director,

Office of Defense Transportation.

while the war lasts none at all may now be permitted, under the
Government’s program of steel priorities.

Troop movements have the first call on the use of the pas-
senger equipment of all railroads, and these movements have
far exceeded in size and extent anything experienced in the First
World War. It is certain that they will be larger still as the
nation’s war effort further expands.

The fact that the passenger equipment of the American rail-
roads is interchangeable over all lines has been enormously im-
portant in making these movements possible with precision and
speed, and over unprecedented distances; but cars, of course, are
taken out of civilian use. Some of the coaches of this railroad,
for example, have gone 3,000 miles away from home with soldier
passengers, and have been in service on other lines for weeks
at a time. Great numbers of Pullman cars must be taken out
of regular service to handle long distance troop movements.

All railroads on which war traffic is heavy are meeting ex-
traordinary demands for dining car service. It is estimated
that the Pennsylvania Railroad this year will serve 7,000,000
meals in its dining cars, or nearly double the number served
in 1941, and much more than double the volume of a few years
ago. No more dining cars can be built for the duration of the
war. Every one the Pennsylvania Railroad has is in service.

Definite facts and figures as to what the railroads are doing
in moving the nation’s war freight are in the realm of military
secrets. The volume, however, is much in excess of the heaviest
movements of the First World War, and is .being handled
smoothly and uninterruptedly. This is because arrangements set
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SINCE THE FALL OF 1939, THE RAILROADS HAVE ADDED 232,095 FRI
AVAILABLE FOR SERVICE. THESE WOULD MAKE A SINGLE TRAIN STRET!
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war industries, there is a shortage of gasoline, but its effect on
motor vehicle users has been limited to a degree of incon-
venience. That the shortage has not been far worse is due to the
railroads. They put into operation practically a brand new
service to provide gasoline for eastern consumers.

For many years the East had been receiving the crude
petroleum, from which the greater part of its gasoline was made,
by tank steamers. The railroads had long been almost entirely out
of the business of transporting liquid fuels, because tanker ships
and pipe lines had taken over the traffic practically in its entirety.
The railroads’ tank cars became useless and were disposed of.

Last summer, the end of tanker transportation of crude oil
to the Eastern refineries was in sight. Unless something could
take its place in sufficiently adequate degree, that would mean
practically the end of gasoline for civilian use in the East, at
least for a long period. The threat to the Eastern war industries
and their employes was a most serious one.

Could the railroads take up enough of the load to save the
day? Outside of railroad circles, there was much more skepticism
than hope, but a pleasant surprise was in store. Pressing into
service the tank cars which were in the hands of private com-
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{IGHT CARS AND 3,686 LOCOMOTIVES TO THEIR EQUIPMENT
CHING APPROXIMATELY FROM NEW YORK TO SALT LAKE CITY.

PITTSBURGH

panies, and many of which were standing idle, the railroads
at once initiated a steady flow of crude oil to the Eastern re-
fining points—and at greatly reduced rates. From an average of
less than 100,000 barrels a day in January, this flow, which in
addition to crude oil also includes some refined gasoline, has now
been built up to more than 700,000 barrels a day.

This is only a single example of what the railroads- are doing,
but it is one that comes squarely home to millions of people, and
vitally affects their everyday lives and welfare.

In the long depression of the 30s, there was widespread belief
that the railroads had permanently sunk to a minor place in
the nation’s life; that they were an outmoded form of transport;
that they had become a “poor relation” among American institu-
tions, and maybe had not very long to live.

Fortunately, railroad men had faith in themselves and in their
industry. Advantage was taken of the years when traffic was
extremely small and discouraging, to study the possibilities of
the future, to improve and refine faciliies and operating
methods, to increase the power of locomotives and the capacity
of cars and trains to move traffic—in general, to continue the
great forward steps in railroad transportation which were

7



downloaded from http://PRR.Railfan.net Original scans from www.multimodalways.org, used with permission



downloaded from http://PRR.Railfan.net Original scans from www.multimodalways.org, used with permission



downloaded from http://PRR.Railfan.net Original scans from www.multimodalways.org, used with permission



downloaded from http://PRR.Railfan.net Original scans from www.multimodalways.org, used with permission



“The railroads of the United States are today doing the most
phenomenal job in their history. To all those men who have
contributed to this almost miraculous result, I pay my tribute.”
Hon. CLypE M. Reep, of Kansas, Member of
the Senate Committee on Interstate Commerce.

“The railroads are handling wartime transportation, and
handling it successfully and efficiently on the basis of their own
resources. This is worth emphasizing because, today, when the
thought is everywhere in the air that everything should be
done by the Government, we have here an outstanding illus-
tration and proof of what private industry can accomplish.

“The railroads are moving every ton of freight and all the
passengers, including hundreds of thousands of soldiers, that
have to be moved in the war effort. There has been no break-
down and no failure, and in the light of the actual experience
there is nothing whatever to suggest that any better job would
be done, or that as good a job could be done, if the task were
entrusted to any other agency than the American railroads
themselves.”

GROWTH IN THE MOVEMENT OF OIL BY RAIL

JANUARY
DAILY
AVERAGE

JUNE

DAILY OVER 700,000 BARRELS

AVERAGE

Railroad Deliveries of Oil by Tank Car to the Eastern Seaboard Increased
Over 700% in Daily Average Volume from January to June, 1942
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