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1854-1954

COURAGE and bold vision served J. Edgar Thomson, then Chief

Engineer and later President of the young Pennsylvania Rail-
road Company, when he stood on a slope of the Alleghenies west
of Altoona, Pa., and pointed out to his surveyors the line he
wanted the railroad to follow around what is now Horseshoe
Curve. With only hand labor, mules and black powder, the Curve
was built, linking by rail the ports of Philadelphia and Baltimore
and the Ohio Valley. After a century, the Curve, substantially as
first conceived, still carries the Pennsylvania’s main line, and it
is still an engineering marvel.

To celebrate the 100th Anniversary year of the opening of the
Curve and the 75th Anniversary of the incandescent lamp, engi-
neers of the Sylvania Electric Products Inc. arranged to take a
flashlight picture of the Curve as freight and passenger trains
rounded it the night of October 20, 1954. The project to illumi-
nate over 2,000,000 square feet required months of meticulous
planning, 31 miles of wiring and more than 6,000 large photoflash
bulbs. With a burst of skyrockets lending color to the scene,
cameras atop a 150-foot tower recorded the historic flash—the

biggest night photograph ever taken.
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