
downloaded from http://PRR.Railfan.net          collection of John Marshall, ©2005      Commercial reproduction or distribution prohibited 

THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD SYSTEM 

INFORMATION 
FOR EMPLOYES AND THE PUBLIC 

BroadStreetStation 
PHILADELPHIA. PA. February 9, 1916 

Pennsylvania Station 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

IV 6 

The Value of a Smile 

Some time ago the New York Sun published the following dispatch 
from London : 

“ Alice John Hodges, of Chelmsford, who died some time ago and whose 
will was probated today, bequeathed $500 to Mrs. Walker, the wife of a bank 
cashier, for simply smiling pleasantly at the testatrix as they left church 
together. Mrs. Walker explained today that she sat near Miss Hodges in 

church and as she came out she smiled at her and exchanged a few pleas- 
ant words.” 

Commenting on this incident, the Watchman-Examiner, of New York, 
for December, 1915, said : 

Now, there is no market for manufactured smiles. Mrs. Walker 
smiled because it was in her heart to smile. She did not smile with a 
legacy in view. 

Smiles have brought to many richer legacies than Mrs. Walker 
received. They have brought the love and gratitude of burdened and 
lonely hearts. 

Smiles do not cost much, but they accomplish wonders. 
The other day we sat in a street car gazing into twenty faces bur- 

dened or sad or sullen. A mother came in with a little boy of three 
or four. He was a perfect picture of physical beauty. His little face 
was radiant. Suddenly he began to laugh. His mother tried to sub- 
due him, but he kept on laughing. 

Gradually the men and women in the car began to thaw out, and 
after awhile the whole company was smiling. 

~ car had changed. 
The atmosphere of the 

That little boy had wrought a transformation, and a score of weary 
menand women went home with lighter hearts. 

It hurt some of them to wrinkle up their faces into a smile, but 
after they had practiced a little they liked it. 
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How a Railroad Man Made a Record 
Running a 

After 32 years of active work in 

the service of the Pennsylvania 
Railroad, John T. Brew, formerly 
Assistant Train Master at Erie, 

Pa., was on June 1, 1914, ap- 
pointed by President Wilson Post- 
master of that city. His adminis- 
tration has won him the commen- 
dation of the Post Office Depart- 
ment and many expressions of 
appreciation from the press and 

public of Erie. 

The Christmas mail at Erie was the 
biggest in the history of the city, and ac- 
cording to all observers was the best 
handled. Backed by the newspapers, Post- 
master Brew organized a campaign of 
education to get the people to mail their 
Christmas packages early, address them 
plainly in ink, and wrap them with strong 
paper and string. 

Result-the “ peak ” of the rush came 
on December 20th, five days before Christ- 
mas, and when Christmas itself arrived 
the post office building was almost cleared 

of mail. 

First Assistant Postmaster General Daniel 
C. Roper wrote to Mr. Brew as follows : 

“ The Department greatly appreciates 
your effective efforts and also the co-oper- 
ation accorded you by the local press, and 
it would be pleased to have you convey 
this information to the papers.” 

The Erie Daily Times said editorially : 
“The day before Christmas found the 

building clear and clean as a whistle despite 
the deluge of Christmas bundles. This 

was accomplished only by the supreme 
effort of Postmaster Brew and his efficient 
staff of post office employes. From the 

Post Office 
r 

JOHN T. BREW 

postmaster down to the smallest employe, 

all were on the job early and late, working 

double time and more in order that no Erie 

people might be disappointed on Christmas 

day.” 

The same newspaper, in an article pub- 

lished on Christmas eve, after describing 

the thoroughness of the preparations that 

had been made to care for the Christmas 

mail, concluded as follows : 

“Windows were kept open day and 

night, and from 7 o’clock until midnight 

John T. Brew, postmaster, was walking 

the floors overseeing the work. 

“ Every package and letter mailed to 

Erie people before 10 o’clock tomorrow 

morning will be delivered before Christmas 

night. 

“That is the sort of service Erie people 

are delighted with today.” 
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Foreman of Railroad Paint Shop 
Twice Mayor of Altoona, Pa. 

r Simon H. Walker, who has served two 
terms as Mayor of Altoona, Pa., returned to 
private life on January 4,1916, and resumed 

his duties in the railroad shops of that city. 
He was not a candidate for re-election. 
He was the first Mayor of Altoonaunder 
the commission form of government. 

Mr. Walker is Assistant Foreman of the 
Paint Shop. He was born in 1856, and 
entered the service of the PennsylvaniaRail- 
road in 1878 as Painter in the Altoona Car 
Shop. On March 29, 1893, he was trans- 
ferred to the Juniata Shops. 

On April 3, 1905, Mr. Walker began his 
first term as Mayor of Altoona. His term 
expired on April 6, 1908, and the following 
day he returned to work at Juniata. On 
May 1, 1908, he was promoted to Assistant 
Foreman of the Altoona Paint Shop. 

Mr. Walker’s second term as Mayor be- 
gan on December 4, 1911, and ended Jan- 
uary 3, 1916. SIMON H. WALKER 

Sanity and Laughter 
Rev. Dr. Russell H. Conwell in his Lecture, “The JolIy Earthquake” 

The Superintendent of a great insane asylum once told me that in 50 
per cent. of all cases there was a time in the development of the disease 
when the patients lost the power of natural laughter; to restore this power 
was a long step toward a cure. 

“There was once a jolly hearted man from Lowell, Mass.,” he said, 
“ who suffered severe business losses which caused him to stop laughing. 
Finally he became a dangerous maniac and was confined in a padded cell. 

“ The chief physician of the hospital tried an experiment. He got a big, 
jovial-faced member of the Order of Odd Fellows to come to the asylum 
every day and stand before the patient’s cell and laugh, long and joyously. 

“One day the patient himself began to laugh and did not stop until he 
fell down in a fainting fit. When he recovered consciousness he was 
clearly sane and was discharged in a few days, permanently cured. He 
had learned how to laugh again.” 

Gloom and insanity are so near of kin, cheerfulness and clear-thinking 
SO closely allied, that alienists have warned of the need of frequent laughter 
for the rest and ease it gives the mind. 
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“FOR BRAVERY” 
I 

This medal was awarded by President Wilson. upon the recorn- 

mend&x of the Interstate Commerce Commission. to Harry E. Duey. 

Freight Brakeman on theTyrone Divisionof the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Mr. Duey’s act of bravery consisted in climbing out on the pilot of a 

locomotive and lifting a little child from the tracks when he saw that 

the Engineman would not be able to stop in time. The medal was ; 

I 

transmitted to Mr. Duey with a personal letter from the Presiden:. to- 

gether with the Interstate Commerce Commission’s findings of fact 

upon which the recommendation for the medal was based. 

THE WHITE HOUSE 

WASHINGTON 

Dear Idr. Dumy: 

I i 

1 I 

j 

Pursuant to the provisions of the hot of 

Congrees of February 23, 1905, an Act to Promote 

the Seaurity of Travel upon Railroads Engaged in 

Interstate Cozmneroe, and to Enoourage the ,Saving 

of Life, you have been duly awarded a medal for 
. 

~&~eme Wing, whereby, on July 13, 1915, you 

imperiled your life in raving the life of another. 

I am pleased to convey to you herewith fhie 

medal aa a teetimonial of the nation’s appreciation 

of your courageous and praiseworthy act. 

Sincerely your8, 

Mr. Harry E. Duey, 
Tyrone, Pennsylvania. 

Encloeure. 
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