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THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD SYSTEM 

INFORMATION 
FOR EMPLOYES AND THE PUBLIC 

BroadStreetStation 
PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

December 18, 1915 PenMylvgllig smrion 
PITTSBURGH. PA. 

III 

Odds and Ends in Scraps That 
Brought $2,000,000 

THE PASSING OF WOODEN CARS 

Thin photograph shows old wooden cars being burned to recover the iron. which s&r u scrap. 

Before setting the cars on fire. they are carefully inspected. and all milla and other wooden parts fit for use are 

removed. The value of what remains does not justify the expense of tearing it down. It is cheaper to bum it. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad doesn’t 
throw away anything that has any value 
to man or beast. It sells everything the 
Company has no further use for, if there 
is any market for it. 

In 1914 the scrap material sold brought 
in to the Company $2,157,241.24, and this 
was $l,OOO,OOO less than in 1913. 

Waste paper alone sold for $19,211, oil 
barrels for $22,439, and old rubber for 
$15,222. 

Locomotives and wooden passenger cars 
sold for $114,326. 

Otherodds and ends brought in $121,997. 
Old wheels, metals and wrought iron 

yielded more than $780,000. 
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A Business-Like Search 

This little incident illustrates the sys- 
tematic way in which articles lost by pas- 
sengers riding on the trains of this Rail- 
road are searched for: 

A few days ago a Philadelphia business 
man, while on a westbound train, dropped 
his watch and charm out of the car window 
between Narberth and Wynnewood, Pa. 
He at once notified the conductor,who sent 
a telegram at 8.50 A. M., from Paoli, Pa., 
to the office of the Superintendent of the 
Philadelphia Division at Harrisburg, Pa. 

Within an hour from the time of the 
loss a track walker began the search, which 
covered every foot of the line between 

Narberth and Wynnewood. The search 
lasted until 9.50 P. M., when the watch 
and charm were found. The owner, who 
in the meantime had gone to Lancaster, Pa., 
was notified there, and at his request the 
articles were sent to the Information Bu- 
reau at Broad Street Station, Philadelphia, 
to await his return. 

* * * * 

“ImpressedWith Courtesy” 

A passenger dropped his watch from the 
rear end of the train near Tyrone, Pa. 
Notice of the loss was given at Altoona, Pa., 
with the request that the watch, if found, 
should be forwarded to the passenger’s 
nephew at a certain address. The watch 

was recovered and forwarded as requested. 
A few days later this letter was received: 

“ Mr. E- was much impressed with 
the courtesy shown him by the different em- 
ployes of the Pennsylvania Railroad in 

this matter, and asked me to thank you for 
the same.” 

1 A Unique Y. M. C. A. ( 

Pitcairn, Pa., can boast of a railroad 
Y. M. C. A. that is probably unique among 
other railroad branches of the Association. 
Old passenger cars have been used for 
many odd purposes. 

A branch of the Young Men’s Christian 
Association was established at Pitcairn 

September 1, 1894, with two old “Centen- 
nial” coaches, Nos. 2366 and 2711. As 
the membership and the enthusiasm of the 
organization increased, it was necessary to 
enlarge their quarters, which was done 

from time to time, until the “ house” con- 
sisted of six of these transformed coaches. 

I A Trip that Was Enjoyed 

The following letter, addressed to W. T. 

Anderson, Agent of the Company at In- 
diana, Pa., is from the manager of a party 
of G. A. R. men who attended the recent 
Encampment at Washington, D. C.: 

“At the request of quite a number who 
were in our excursion party to Washington, 
D. C., on the occasion of the Grand Army 
Encampment on September 27 to October 
2, 1915, I wish to thank you, and through 
you the great Company you represent- 
the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

“The coach furnished our party was 
first class in every respect. The train ran 
on scheduled time, putting us down at our 
destination to the minute. The courtesy 
and kindness of the railroad employes were 
duly appreciated. We all had a fine time 
at the National capital, and we feel grate- 
ful that we were permitted to travel over a 
road that is splendid in its equipment, 
prompt in service, courteous and reliable 
in every essential qualification.” 
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Traveling With an 
Easy Mind 

This letter was written by a man who 
had been a passenger on a Louisville Di- 
vision train, Pennsylvania Lines : 

“ 1 am just in receipt of my coat which 
I was so careless as to leave in one of your 
Company’s trains yesterday morning. I 
had a wire yesterday afternoon saying it 
would be forwarded here. This demon- 
strates what a high state of efficiency can 
be attained by our large public service cor- 
porations when they are operated by com- 
petent men. 

“ When I board a Pennsylvania train it is 
with a feeling that the roadway and equip- 
ment are in order and that the trains are 
run by men who know how to do their 
work well. This is conducive to safety, 
courtesy, speed, comfort and long life.” 

+ * * * 

A Courtesy That Was 
Helpful 

The following letter, expressing appreci- 
ation of a privilege that was extended 
under unusual circumstances, is self-ex- 
planatory : 

“The writer and his wife, through 
causes beyond their control, missed the 
excursion train from Reading, Pa., on 
Sunday, but through the courtesy of your 
Department, the Conductor on another 
train was authorized to accept our tickets. 

“I desire very much to express my 
appreciation of this kindness, as other- 
wise I would have been placed in a very 
embarrassing position, and had we had to 
wait for a later train, we would have 
missed connections here in Philadelphia. 
Again I thank you for this kindness.” 

A Railroad Tie With 
a History 

During a recent staff meeting in the 
office of Superintendent F. H. Worthing- 
ton, of the St. Louis Division of the Van- 
dalia Railroad, at Terre Haute, Ind., a 
messenger arrived and, with the aid of 
several strong men, deposited on the 
floor a hand-hewn railroad cross-tie. He 
then presented to Mr. Worthington this 
letter from W. C. Ball, long a promi- 
nent resident of Terre Haute, formerly 
editor of the old Terre Haute Gazette and 
now one of the Trustees of the Indiana 
Penal Farm : 

“ Per bearer I am sending, through you, 
a present for the Pennsylvania Lines-one 
superfine tie, cut from a Catalpa Bigno- 
noides that has been growing in my yard 
for 70 years. 

“ What is more, and this is an important 
point, it was cut and dressed by myself, a 
championship feat, all other invited en- 
trants defaulting, because it was work and 
useful. 

“ The tree was no country bumpkin, but 
town born and bred. On its branches 
time after time festive Chinese lanterns 
have hung. Under its sheltering shade 
many a choice Havana has been smoked. 
Beneath it twinkling feet have trod the 
graceful measures of the dance. Feasts 

have been eaten under its wide-spreading 

branches, toasts have been drunk and love 

has been made. 

“It was up to snuff, was this venerable 

tree. Oh, a fine old tree was this Catalpa 

green, but changes in the lot where it lived 

and grew necessitated the laying of the ax 

to its roots. 

“ Plant the tie squarely and it will bear 

up bravely the teeming traffic of a score 

and more of years.” 
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I I 

I Loyalty and Honor 1 
Commended 

Brakeman Robert McMaster, of the 
New York Division, found on his train a 
wallet containing $50 in cash, a 50-trip 
family railroad ticket, an Automobile Club 
of America membership card, an auto- 
mobile license, a storage battery service 
card and other articles of considerable value. 
The owner was discovered to be a New 
York business man, the President of a 
company known nationally. In claiming 
his property he asked for the name of the 
finder, which was given to him. He wrote 
this letter to Mr. McMaster: 

“ I received the wallet this morning that 
you turned in to your Company in Phila- 
delphia, and I find all the contents intact. 

“ I appreciate your honesty and especially 
your loyalty to the Company you serve. 
You deserve promotion at some future time, 
because he who works for his employer’s 
interests invariably gains promotion. 

“ I am enclosing my check for $25, just 
half the amount of cash found in the wallet, 
and I am glad to be able to write to you of 
my appreciation.” 

The following letter was addressed by 
the owner of the wallet to the Pennsylvania 
Railroad Company: 

“This morning I received the wallet 
with all the contents intact, and I thank you 
cordially for your promptness. I especially 
want to commend the efficiency and honesty 
of your employes.” 

The following letter was received from 
an officer of one of the largest industrial 
companies in the United States; the 
Conductor of the Lock Haven train, 
mentioned in the letter, is Edward Zerbe, 
and the Conductor of the Mifflinburg 
train, George E. Lentz, both of the Ty- 
rone Division ; the Agent at Mifflinburg, 
Pa., is George R. Stover. 

“In the confusion of changing cars at 
Bellefonte, Pa., my wife left her hand 
bag on the Lock Haven train. 

“ She did not notice her loss until after 
leaving Bellefonte. I notified the Conduc- 
tor on the train, who obligingly telegraphed 
from Center Hall to the Conductor of the 
Lock Haven train. 

“Upon our arrival at Mifflinburg, the 
Station Agent, Mr. Stover, telegraphed a 
description of the bag to Lock Haven. 

“ In consequence of the courteous and 
efficient service of these employes of your 
road, the bag was in my wife’s hands the 
following morning. 

“ I understand the Conductor on the 
Lock Haven train was Mr. Zerbe, and I 
wish you would extend to him our sincere 
thanks for his service. Our thanks are 
also due to the Conductor on the Mifflin- 
burg train and to Mr. Stover for their at- 
tention and courtesy.” 

It may be that the Pennsylvania, considering the 
magnitude of the work it does and the standard of 
accuracy and efficiency, is the greatest and most 
wonderful machine that man has yet developed. 

-Lewistown, Me., Sun, Jury 26, 1915. 
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