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THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD SYSTEM 
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III 43 

Putting the Stamp of Merit on 
Good Railroad Work 

One reason why this Railroad is safe and comfort- 
able to ride on is that the men who are responsible for the 
up-keep of track and roadway are all the time on edge to 
see who can do the best work. 

To make this keen, but friendly, rivalry still keener, 
the Pennsylvania Railroad every year gives nearly $11,000 
in prizes to the Supervisors, Assistant Supervisors and Fore- 
men who have kept their sections of track the nearest to 
perfection. This makes for a better Railroad. 

The track maintenance prizes this year 
for the Main Line sections east of Pitts- 
burgh-that is, from New York to Pitts- 
burgh and from Philadelphia to Washing- 
ton-were awarded on October 5th, at 
Harrisburg, Pa., in the course of the annual 
fall inspection, by the General Manager 
and his staff. 

* + * * 

The first or “ Klondyke ” prize, amount- 
ing to $800 for the Supervisor and $400 
for the Assistant, awarded for maintaining 
the best section of track throughout the 
past year, was presented to C. 2. Moore, 
Supervisor, and L. R. Fleming, Assist- 
ant Supervisor, who have charge of the 

track between Dillerville, Pa., and Harris- 
burg. Mr. Moore last year was awarded 
the prize for the best Supervisor’s section, 
in point of line and surface, on the Phila- 
delphia Division. 

* * + * 

The other prizes were as follows: 
Four premiums of $800, of which $600 

was for the Supervisor and $200 for the 
Assistant, for the best line and surface on 
a Main Line Superintendent’s Division 
between New York and Pittsburgh and 
Philadelphia and Washington : 

C. M. Wisman, Supervisor, H. M. 
Grimm, Assistant Supervisor, in charge of 
track between Tullytown, Pa., and Deans, 
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for maintaining the best section of track on the 
Main Line East of Pittsburgh. 

N. J. Mr. Wisman and Mr. Grimmwere 
last year’s winners of the “ Klondyke ” 
prize. Mr. Wisman has won track main- 
tenance prizes in 1905, 1906, 1907, 1908, 
1911, 1912, 1913, 1914 and 1915. 

W. T. Hanly, Supervisor, J. B. Baker, 

Jr., Assistant Supervisor, in charge of track 
between Marysville, Pa., and Thompson- 
town, Pa. Mr. Hanlyand Mr. Baker won 
the same prize last year. 

R. H. Pinkham, Supervisor, F. X. Brad- 
ley, Assistant Supervisor, in charge of track 
between New Florence and Donohoe, Pa. 

G. H. B. English, Supervisor, C. M. 
Hursh, Assistant Supervisor, in charge of 
track between Wilmington. Del., and 
Perryville, Md. This prize was won in 
1914, also, by Mr. English and Mr. Hursh. 

A special “ Improvement ” premium of 

$1000, $700 to the Supervisor and $300 
to the Assistant, for the greatest improve- 

ment made in the line and surface of a 
Supervisor’s section of track, was awarded 
to W. G. Shaner, Supervisor, and T. K. 
Minsker, Assistant Supervisor, who have 
charge of the track from Baltimore to 

Springfield, Md. 

How the Prizes Were Awarded 
The awards of the Main Line track 

maintenance prizes were made upon the 

basis of frequent inspections during the 
year by a special committee composed of 
W. G. Coughlin, Engineer of Mainte- 
nance of Way ; A. B. Clark, Assistant Engi- 
neer of Maintenance of Way; J. J. Rhoads, 
Superintendent of the Media Division, 
and E. J. Cleave, Superintendent of the 
Cresson Division. 

The presentation of the prizes to the 
winning Supervisors and their Assistants 
was made by Mr. Coughlin in the audi- 
torium of the Harrisburg Board of Trade. 

L. R. FLEMING 

Assistant Supervisor, Middletown. Pa. 

Mr. Fleming shared with Mr. Moors the “Klon- 
d 
J 

kc” prize for 1915, awarded during the General 
anager*s annual track inspection. 
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Speeches were made by Mr. J. B. Hutch- 
inson, who was General Manager of the 
Pennsylvania Kailroad from 1897 to 1903, 
and who has since been retired from active 
duty under the pension rules, and by Mr. 
W. H. Myers, Vice-President in Charge of 
Real Estate, Purchases and Insurance, who 
was General Manager from 1909 to 1911. 

Among other officers of the Company 
who made addresses were Mr. S. C. Long, 
the present General Manager, and Mr. 
R. H. Newbern, Superintendent of the 
Insurance Department. 

To secure the data upon which to award 
the track prizes, a committee of officers 
goes over the line every few weeks in a 
special car. One method used to detect 
rough pieces of track is to place glasses of 
water on the sills of two rear windows, 
and every “ spill” of water is counted 

against the score of the section over which 
the train is passing. 

To make the record more accurate a 
specially designed machine is used to regis- 
ter every movement of the car, either 
horizontally or vertically. This instru- 
ment is not infallible, and there are a lot of 
things about a track it doesn’t show, but 
with the readings taken from it, and with 
the “ spills ” of water counted, and an 
allowance made for relative speeds, a 
fairly accurate estimate can be made of 
the riding qualities of the different sections 
of track. 

The prizes for Supervisors and Assistant 
Supervisors of branch lines and for Track 
Foremen are also awarded in accordance 
with frequent inspections made during the 
year. The final decisions on these prizes 
will be reached within the next few weeks. 

Breaking World’s Records for Fast and 
Accurate Telegraphic Work 

Both the sending and receiving contests 
in the International Telegraphic Tourna- 
ment at the Panama-Pacific Exposition, San 
Francisco, were won by Pennsylvania Rail- 
road men. The winners of the two contests 
have been officially declared the champion 
railroad telegraph operators of the world. 

* Y Y * 

Richard C. Bartley won the sending 
contest, which was for transmitting the 
fastest and most perfect “ Morse,” by tick- 
ing off 40 railroad messages, without an 
error, in 28 minutes and 13 seconds, break- 
ing all previous records. Mr. Bartley also 
won the contest of hand versus machine 
sending, beating the automatic transmitters. 

George W. Smith, Jr., won the receiv- 
ing contest by taking and transcribing, with- 
out a break or error, 40 railroad messages 

in the very fast time of 31 minutes and 12 
seconds. 

Mr. Bartley and Mr. Smith are operators 
in the “ PO” office at Broad Street Sta- 
tion, Philadelphia, the most important tele- 
graph center on the Pennsylvania Railroad 
System. Mr. Bartley has been in the service 
since 1889, and Mr. Smith since 1896. 
Both are sons of Pennsylvania Railroad 
employes. * * t * 

Mr. Bartley holds the world’s record for 
20 railroad messages, which he sent in nine 
minutes and 36 seconds at the Boston tour- 
nament in 1908. At the same tournament 
Mr. Smith won third in the receiving con- 
test. First and second places were also 
won by Pennsylvania Railroad men. In 
1911 Mr. Bartley won the wireless cham- 
pionship and the Philadelphia Electric 
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Company cup, in the tournament at the 
Third Regiment Armory, Philadelphia. 

The contests at San Francisco, which 
were held August 27 and 28,1915, were 
conducted under the auspices of the Pan- 
ama-pacific International Telegraphers’ 
Tournament Association and were open to 
operators of the world. Many expert rail- 
road and commercial telegraphers took part. 

* t I + 
In honor of their success at the Exposi- 

tion tournament Mr. Bartley and Mr. Smith 
were given a dinner at Philadelphia, on 
September 7th, by officers and employes 

of the Company’s Telegraph Department. 
Mr. W. W. Atterbury, Vice-President in 
Charge of Operation, sent a message of 
congratulation, and speeches were made 
by Mr. S. C. Long, General Manager; 
Mr. J. C. Johnson, Superintendent of 
Telegraph, who presided as Toast Master; 
Mr. D. C. Stewart, Superintendent of Pas- 
senger Transportation and formerly Super- 
intendent of Telegraph, and Mr. J. L. 
Osmond, Chief Operator. Mr. Osmond 
has direct charge of “ PO ” office, and both 
Mr. Bartley and Mr. Smith received their 
training under his personal supervision. 

“Success is to do the common duty of each 1 
day uncommonly well.” 
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