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Making Automobile Drivers 
Believe in Signs 

I 
SOMETHING NEW IN SIGNS 

This sign is 60 feet long and 20 feet high. 
hi hway leading to the north shore of Len 

It is on the railroad bridge at Broadway. Fluehing, over the main 
Island. This wording w.ss adopted ms being sufficiently out of tha 

or 3. mary to make it fairly certain that peep e would read it. r 

I When the Long Island Railroad announced recently that it was 
going to employ vigorous tactics to bring home to the public the 

~ dangers of reckless automobile driving on Long Island, people in New 
York sat up and took notice. They were interested to see if the Long 
Island Management was going to do something more than put up a few 
“ Stop, Look and Listen ” signs, and utter a feeble cry of “ Safety First.” 
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The Long Island Railroad Company is making an effort 
to save autoists’ lives in spite of themselves, by keeping them 
from dashing recklessly on grade crossings. 

The railroad is certainly doing its part in life-saving, and 
the autoists should meet it half way. At any rate, in view of 
the great and increasing number of accidents, the story is of 
general interest. 

-Burlington, Vt., News, June 17, 1915 

The Railroad did put up signs-they were very unusual signs- 
and it cried “ Safety First, Last and Always,” but it did it in a different 
way-a way that had never been used before. It approached the safety 
proposition from an angle that hadn’t been traveled before. 

* * * * 

The Long Island Railroad has a grade railroad crossings on Long Island they are 

crossing proposition to deal with that is safe from accident at those crossings, but 
unlike any other. Despite the fact that it when they disregard all warning signs, 
has eliminated 305 crossings, a large num- gates and watchmen, and drive over 
ber of which are within the limits of New the railroad tracks at breakneck speed 
York City, there still remain 631 places -and not infrequently through crossing 
where the Railroad crosses highways at gates let down to warn them of an 
grade. Possibly the crossings would not approaching train-they endanger their 
be such a source of trouble if Long Island lives, the lives of the people on the trains, 

was not a great summer playground. and, incidentally, cause the Railroad great 

Every Sunday and on holidays it is thronged trouble and heavy expense-entirely apart 

with pleasure seekers, no small number of from the cost of renewing the gates which 

whom travel in automobiles. they smash into splinters. 

Smashing Crossing Gates 
* * * * 

The frequency with which accidents 
As long as these people, pleasure seekers have occurred at grade crossings on Long 

and others, stop before driving over the Island in the period from January, 1911, 

This, to be sure, is merely a magnification of the familiar 
cross-arm warning atop a post. But its newness and its logic 
must appeal to all but the foolhardy, for whom there is no appeal. 
Its opening statement is sufficiently startling, surely, to arrest 
the attention of all save the utterly callous. It sets out plainly 
the risk and the responsibility. The man who ignores it can be 
only one of those who mistake carelessness for courage. 

The plan is worthy of emulation. 
-From the Baltimore, Md., Star, June 18, 1915 
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HOW THE LONG ISLAND RAILROAD LIGHTS ITS SIGNS AT NIGHT 

This photograph was taken at ten o’clock at night. 
mobiles passed. 

While the expc.sure was being made e number of auto- 
The white streaks. which look like automobile tracks. were made by the reflection from strong 

headlights of the motors. 

J 

to May, 1915-about four and one-half 
years - is amazing. It is brought out 
in a report which, when shown to the 
General Manager of the Long Island 
Railroad early in the spring, convinced 
him that the Railroad would be compelled 
to do something this summer to protect 
the people against their own carelessness 
and recklessness, even in spite of them- 

selves. 

Since 1911 there have been some 507 
accidents at grade crossings on Long 

Island as the result of recklessness on 
the part of automobilists, motorcyclists, 
carriage and wagon drivers. In that 
period 40 people were killed and 111 
people injured. Of the people killed, 24 
were in automobiles, 12 in wagons and 
carriages and 4 on bicycles and motor- 
cycles. Of the people injured, 67 were in 
automobiles, 26 in wagons and carriages 
and 18 included pedestrians, bicyclists and 
motorcyclists. 

Fortunately, in 42 of the 507 grade 
crossing accidents nobody was injured. 

In 157 cases automobile and wagon 
drivers defiantly ran their machines and 
vehicles through lowered gates. In at- 
tempting to cross the tracks, 125 automo- 
biles and 53 wagons were damaged. Some 
were struck by trains, while others sustained 
damage from hitting lowered gates. 

Starting the Campaign of Education 

With the advent of spring this year the 
Long Island Railroad started its campaign 
of education. Its object was to get peo- 
ple to exercise some degree of care when 

Let the public co-operate with 
the Long Island and all other 
roads by the exercise of ordinary 
common sense, and the desired 
end will have been achieved. It 
is paradoxical that men should 
need to be constantly reminded 
to save their own lives. 

-New York City, Finamid America, 
June 7, 29z5 
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driving over railroad To supplement 
tracks at grade cross- the road-signs, the 
ings. Railroad published 

It was first decided as advertisements in 
to place a number of the newspapers a 
large signs at all of series of “ Life Sav- 
the main roads lead- ing Bulletins.” 
ing to Long Island. 
Six huge signs, 60 

Twenty-three bulle- 

feet long and 20 feet 
tins were prepared, 

high, with white 
and one is appearing 

background and red 
every day in one of 
the papers, different 

and black letters, papers in NewYork, 
were put over the Brooklyn and Long 
main roads on the Island being used in 
Railroad’s bridges at turn. The series will 
overhead crossings, bc used possibly two 
and arrangements or three times, to ex- 
were made to light tend through the en- 
these signs at night tire motoring season. 
where possible. -Fnm rhr N. Y. Sun. Juns .?I, 1915 The “Life Saving 

An effort was Bulletins” are differ- 
made to word the signs in some way to ent from the average notices put in a 
get away from the stereotyped railroad sign newspaper by a railroad. They are in 
which the public has become so accustomed keeping with the whole campaign against 
to seeing and disregarding. reckless driving, the idea of which is to 

HE WOULD TRY ANYTHING ONCE 

There was a man who fancied 
That by driving good and fast 

He’d get his car across the track 
Before the train came past. 

He’d miss the engine by an inch, 
And make the train hands sore. 

There WBS a man who fancied this ; 
Thereisn’t any more. 

-By James Montague, in the New 
York American, July 9, 1915 
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A GATE THAT WILL STOP AN AUTOMOBILE 

Tired of having reckless automobile driver* crash through the thin wooden gates at crossingr. the Long Island 
Railroad is now experimenting with gates made of heavy wooden spars the Gze of a large telephone pole. 
are painted in black and white stripes to make them (u conspicuous a* possible. 

They 

strike out on new lines, to nlaRc people One bulletin of the series that indicated 

notice the Railroad’s efforts to save their the spirit with which the Railroad went 

lives. into this unusual campaign read this way : 
0 * * * 

“ ‘Safety First,’ the slogan of progressive 
The first bulletin told briefly what the railroads the country over, may have lost 

Railroad was going to do. In it the 
Company endeavored to establish a point 
of contact. It said : LIFE-SAVING BULLETIN 

“This is the first of a series of advertise- 
ht. 13 

ments the sole purpose of which is to save 
And Now-the Final Word 

Ycu’vemen the huge dgm treetut 

life-your own life it may be or the lives 
of your family or friends. 

“ The automobile touring season is just 
beginning. Every year brings an increase in 
automobile accidents at grade crossings on we in pmceu of removd- 

YOU kmw t&t 500 liumcn. to- 
Long Island. We have tried many ways to 
get people to be careful, but reckless driving 
is as common as ever. So we have decided 
to advertise the danger people run in 
driving automobiles over grade crossings 
regardless of caution signs. 

“This railroad has erected large new signs 
facing every main highway leading to Long 
Island urging the exercise of care. We t 

Stop Be&e You Crorr 
The Long Island Railroad 

shall keep putting up more signs wherever 

they can do any good. Look for them. 

” Stop B&-c You Cross. 

“ The I,ong Island Railroad.” 

GOING TO THE PUBLIC IN THE 

NEWSPAPER2 i 
I 

This is the last n$ tbr mrrirm nf -. . ..- ---.- -- advertiuments- 
” Life Saving Bu 
the Long Island 

I&tins” they were called-which 
Railroad ia nmnin in the news- 

papers of New Y ork. Brooklyn and L ng I&and. 
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The growing company of auto- 
mobilists demands that there 

should be an increased observ- 
ance of the rules that make for 

safety. It seldom happens that 
an accident in these cars is un- 
avoidable. The exercise of a 

little judgment and control of 

the speed microbe that seems to 

lodge in every motorist’s mind 

will save life and car wear and 

tear. The Long Island Rail- 

way Company has begun a cam- 
paign along this line that might 

well be taken up by every rail- 

way company. 

-London, onr., Free Prerr, 
June 7,191~ 

The desire of the fool at the 
wheel is to beat every train over 

the intersection of road and rail. 
Physicians, surgeons, embalmers, 
and accident attorneys benefit 
from it, as a rule, but there the 
benefit ceases. The custom is one 
that ultimately spells death for the 
drivers and passengers, and dam- 
age suits for the railroad. The rail- 

roads have grown tired of facing 
the unnecessary litigation and are 
doing more than their share to 

wipe out the cause. It is high 
time that the automobilists gave 
the matter some serious thought 

too. 
-Brooklyn, N. Y., Z’imes, 

June 30,19zg 

its significance for you through countless b oards of Automobile Clubs, public 
repetition. If we could write it in letters 
of fire above every gr ade crossing on Long 

garages and garages of large business 

Island we’d do it gladly. 
houses. The latter co-operated earnestly 

“As it is, we have erected signs, lighted 
with the Railroad in its endeavor to cut 

at night, on the most traveled roads of the 
down the number of accidents at grade 

. 
Island warning automobilists to take every cross’ngs’ 

At first only 500 of the posters 

precaution when approaching grade cross- 
were printed, but it was later necessary to 
double this number 

ings. 
” Stop Before You Cross. 

The latest innovation adopted by the 

“The Long Island Railroad.” 
Long Island has been the installation of 
heavy crossing gates, painted with daring 

Publicity via the Poster Route black and white stripes. It is hard to 

Not the least effective of the methods believe, but the flimsy wooden crossing 

employed by the Railroad was a poster gates hold no fear for many motorists. 

bulletin displayed in the stations on the They crash through them ahead of on-rush- 

Long Island Railroad and on the bulletin ing trains, regardless of what may happen. 

The only sure way to prevent loss of life at grade 
crossings is to eliminate the grade crossings. In this 
enterprise the Long Island Railroad has shown com- 
mendable energy and has expended large sums of 
money. 

-New York Tribune, June 5, 1915 
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The new gates will 
possibly stop someof 
them. They are 
made of heavy spars 
and are as strong 
almost as if they 
were iron. Indeed, 
iron poles would 
have been used had 
they been available 

at the time. Cer- 
tainly they will not 
be broken as easily 
as the flimsy wooden 
gates generally in 
use. The black and 
white st r i pe s with 
which the new gates 
have been painted 
are meant to be 
startling. The first 
gates of this kind are 
installed at one of 

the crossings on the 
road leading up to 
Long Beach. 

One of the first 
things the General 
Managerof theLong 
Island Railroad did 

i i -- 
To Automobile Owners 

and Chauffeurs 

HE T moral the Long Island 
Railroad is trying to point 

out in its campaign against reck- 
less automobile driving over grade 
erossings is this: 

It is better to wait at a railroad cros& 

ing than at a doctor’s office. 

The only sure way to avoid being 
stN&byatrainisto 

STOP BEFORE YOU CROSS 
This Company has *pent t15.000.000 elimi- 

mating 305 cmssingg It spends $25,000 P 

month-S300,OOOs war-t~protecttho~crose 

ings that aiu exist 

WB arc doing our part. Won’t you do yours ? 

AN APPEAL TO DRIVERS 

Nine hundred copies of this bulletin have been 
posted at Long Island Railroad Stations and in 
garagea in New York. Brooklyn end Long Island. 
Commercial houses with large “fleets” of auto- 
mobile trucks have posted them for the notice of 
their chauffeurs. 

the Kailroad’s meth- 

ods. They have is- 
sued their ownwarn- 
ings to mot0 r i s t s, 
telling them they had 
a responsibility they 
could not shirk. 

The Railroad Age 
Gazette, comment- 
ing on the co-opera- 
tion of the news- 
papers in the Long 
Island cam p a i g n, 
said : 

“ One of the most 

remarkable things, 
however, about this 
campaign is the suc- 
cesswhich has been 
met with in getting 
the whole-hearted 
co-operation of the 
newspapers pub- 

lished in New York. 
Every paper of any 
size is giving its sup- 
port either through 
a description or pic- 
ture of the signs 
which the Long Isl- 

-and probably the most important-was and is putting up, or by such a description 

to call personally on all of the New York and editorial comment. Such unanimous 

and Brooklyn papers, and explain what support as this is interesting and encour- 

his Company was planning with its signs aging. . . . After a great deal of 
and posters and advertisements. The sup- thought and care had been given to the 

port of the newspapers was sought in this campaign, Mr. McCrea gave up two days 
campaign of the Railroad to save lives, and of his own time entirely to talking over 

the publishers gave it ungrudgingly. with newspaper editors the aims of his com- 

The Long Island Railroad is greatly in- pany and the methods which were to be 

debted to the newspapers for their help used to further them. It was probably more 

in its campaign. Editorially and in their nearly a week than two days, . . . but it 
news columns the papers have commended has already proved to be time well spent.” 

+ * * * 

The leaven seems to be working. So far this summer there has 
not been an accident that has resulted in a loss of life. In fact, there 
has only been one serious accident since the Railroad started its cam- 
paign against reckless driving over grade crossings. 
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Big Increase in Auto Deaths Largely 
Due to Green Drivers 

-From the New York World, July 2, 1915 

Vehicles killed forty-two persons in Greater New York in June, 
as against forty-six in May, as shown by figures of the National High- 
ways Protective Society. 

There were twenty-six children among last month’s victims, six- 
teen of whom were slain by automobiles, three by trolley cars and 
seven by wagons. 

In Manhattan in June thirteen persons were killed by automo- 
biles, five by trolleys and four by wagons. One victim was seventy- 
two, another sixty-five, a third was an infant. 

In Brooklyn eight were killed by automobiles, two by trolleys 
and two by wagons. One victim was seventy-nine. 

In Queens a lad was killed by an automobile and a man of sixty- 
two by a wagon. 

In the Bronx two were killed by automobiles, two by trolleys 
and one by a wagon. One victim was eighty, another seventy. 

In Staten Island there were no fatalities. 
In New York State, outside of Greater New York, during June 

thirty-six persons were killed by automobiles, seven by trolleys and 
three by wagons. 

In the first six months of 1915, in the State outside the city, 
automobiles killed 104 persons, as against seventy in the first half 
of 1914. 

In New York City, in the first six months of 1915, automobiles 
killed 137 persons, as against 113 in the same period in 1914. 

In New Jersey, in the first six months of 1915, automobiles 
killed eighty-eight persons, as compared with forty-eight in the same 
period in 1914. 

The increase in automobile fatalities in the country districts of 
New York and New Jersey is largely due, according to the National 
Highways Protective Society, to the one-day-a-week chauffeur, who 
takes his best girl or his family out on Saturdays or Sundays. The 
rest of the week he is a grocer or a butcher or a clerk in some office. 
When he does get at the wheel he is likely to run away with himself. 
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