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The John Edgar Thomson School 

THE PUPILS OF THE JOHN EDGAR THOMSON SCHOOL, PHILADELPHIA 

How little seems to be known of that very remarkable school 
founded in Philadelphia by the late John Edgar Thomson, President 
of the Pennsylvania Railroad from 1852 until his death in 1874! 

Every railroad man, of every rank, should be keenly interested in 
the John Edgar Thomson School, the mission of which is to care for, 
educate and start in the world the orphan daughters of railroad men 
who have lost their lives in the service. 

t * * * 

This school-the creation of a man 
who was himself both a pioneer and a 
veteran in railroad work-has been quietly 
fulfilling its purpose for 32 years. Mean- 
while, its field has been so broadened that 
from a beginning, in 1882, with a single 
class of three little girls, today 34 are 
sharing its benefits, and all the eight grades 
of Grammar School studies are thoroughly 
covered. The facilities will accommodate 

50 pupils. Including those now in attend- 
ance, a total of 89 children have been 
admitted since the opening of the School. 

A long-cherished plan of the late John 
Edgar Thomson led to the founding of 
the School which bears his name. It 
was his wish to devote his personal fortune 
to some end helpful to those dependent 
upon the calling in which he spent the 
greater part of his own busy life. 
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After careful consideration, Mr. Thom- 
son decided that he could do no more useful 
service than to make permanent provision 
for young girls who, by reason of the death 
of their fathers in the performance of rail- 
road duty, might be in danger of losing the 
advantage of home training and good 
schooling. 

Mr. Thomson provided by will for the 
carrying out of his purpose, leaving,for the 
execution of his plans, his entire estate to 

three trustees, namely, his widow, Mrs. 
Lavinia F. Thomson, Mr. George B. 
Roberts, then President of the Pennsylva- 
nia Railroad, and Mr. William M. Spack- 
man. 

Organization and Growth of 
the School 

Through the personal efforts of Mrs. 
Thomson the School was organized and 
formally opened on December 4, 1882, at 
1720 and 1722 Rittenhouse Street, Phila- 
delphia. For the remainder of her life 
Mrs. Thomson devoted not only her con- 
stant attention, but a large portion of the 
income to which she was entitled under 
her husband’s will to the welfare of the 
School. 

Since Mrs. Thomson’s death, on No- 
vember 24, 1903, the work has been con- 

tinued by the Trustees of Mr. Thomson’s 
estate. Included in their number was the 
late Miss Christiana B. Smith, a sister of 
Mrs. Thomson, who rendered most effi- 
cient aid in the organization and control of 
the School, and Mr. Max Riebenack, late 
Comptroller of the Pennsylvania Railroad, 

who served the School faithfully until his 
death on May 14, 1910. 

The Management 
The present Trustees are: Mr. William 

M. Spackman, Major Henry E. Smith, 
Mr. William A. Patton, Assistant to the 
President, Pennsylvania Raiiroad, and Mr. 
W. Heyward Myers, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of the Pennsylvania Railroad. 

Mr. Patton is President, and Mr. Myers 
Secretary, of the Trustees. 

Ten months after the School was estab- 
lished Miss A. J. Reynolds was appointed 
Superintendent, and has since remained in 
active charge of the work. From the be- 
ginning Miss Reynolds showed herself to 
be admirably adapted to the duties of man- 
agement. Her capability, unremitting at- 
tention and sympathetic understanding of 
childhood have been large factors in the 
School’s success. In addition to her duties 
as Superintendent, Miss Reynolds is also 
Treasurer of the School. 

The two buildings originally occupied 
weresoon outgrown. By 1889 there were 
18 girls living at the School and part of an 
adjoining property was utilized. At present 
five ample dwelling houses, 1716 to 1724 
Rittenhouse Street, are occupied. 

Life at the School a Busy 
and Happy One 

The John Edgar Thomson School is 
much more than a school. It is a family 
of bright, wholesome children under the 

care of a few adults, all living a genuine, 
happy home life. Every day is a busy one 
with work, play and study. 

“ Early to bed and early to rise ” is a rule 
that is strictly followed. The rising bell 

rings at 6.00 A. M. Prayers are at 6.45. 
In the evening the prayer bell rings at 7.10, 
and by 8.30 the bathing is finished and all 
are in bed except the girls of the advanced 
grade, who stay up until 9.00, for study. 

During the morning and afternoon school 
hours the work of the most thoroughly 

equipped Grammar School is duplicated. 
There are three class rooms, in charge of 
an equal number of teachers, each of whom 
is a High or Normal School graduate and 
fully qualified, under the requirements of 
the Philadelphia Board of Education, to 
teach in the Public Schools. 

Besides the school studies, every girl re- 
ceives a practical course in domestic science, 

including cooking, sewing, laundry work 
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THE STAFF OF THE JOHN EDGAR THOMSON SCHOOL 

The Superintendent and Treasurer. Miss A 
iI group are the three teachers of the srade 

Reynolds. is standing in the center. The other members of the 
school classes and the four instructors in household subjects 

and housework, taught by four experienced 

instructors. Singing lessons are given to 
all and piano lessons to those pupils 
showing aptitude. 

Church and Lectures 
The entire School attends church every 

Sunday morning. In the afternoon, at 2.00, 
the Superintendent has general instruction 
for an hour, after which the classes sepa- 
rate-two of the older girls taking graded 
classes of the small children, and the Super- 
intendent the older grades, for regular Sun- 
day School work. 

On Saturdays during the winter the 
little girls who have obtained the highest 

weekly average in school are taken to the 
afternoon entertainments of the University 
Extension Course. The older girls go to 
some of the Educational Evening Lectures, 
as well as to occasional entertainments and 
concerts, the object being not only to satisfy 
the natural craving for change, by creating 
an interest outside of the School, but also 
to give them a broader vision of life and 

its possibilities, from a refined and intellec- 
tual standpoint. 

The School’s Summer Home 
at Elberon, N. J. 

If you ask the children what they like 
best about the School, they will tell you 
it is the summer home near Elberon, 

N. J., where the School household has 
spent every summer since 1888. This is a 
roomy, comfortable country house with 17 
acres of ground, and the children taste the 
joys of both country and seashore. 

The School moves to Elberon in May. 
Study is continued until the end of June. 
During July and August basket weaving, 
embroidery, lessons in laundry work and 
games in which all can join take the place 
of books and blackboards. School work 
starts again on September lst, and early in 
October the household returns to the city. 

The closing School exercises and award- 
ing of prizes at Elberon every June are the 
great events of the year. There are prizes 
for the best housework, the best bread and 
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Sylvania Railroad proper, and the fourth is 
to any other railroads in the United States. 

Pupils usually enter between the ages of 
4 and 10 years. The average age of 
leaving the School is 17. 

I The babies of the school at the summer home 
I 

the best cooking; for personal neatness 
and for sewing. ‘There are prizes for the 
best scholarship and the best writing and 

for the girls who do the best to improve 
their own work. Prizes are given for the 
best conduct, and every girl averaging 90 
or over in all departments throughout the 
year, after reaching the Grammar grades, 
is allowed to go home for a visit. 

Thrift is taught in the most practical 

way. Each girl has her own saving fund 
account. Money is the only present which 
may be received from anyone outside the 
School, and all the money goes into savings. 
The present capitalist of the School has 
$113.00 to her credit, although she is only 
10 years old and will probably remain six 
or seven years longer in the School. 

The health of the pupils is extraordi- 
nary, so the School Doctor declares. The 
School has an excellently equipped, but 
little used, hospital, which has not had an 
occupant for many months. 

Admission to the School 
In admitting pupils to the School prefer- 

ence is given, under Mr. Thomson’s will, 
to daughters of employes killed while in 

discharge of their duties on the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad. The second preference 
goes to the Georgia Railroad, between 
Augusta and Atlanta, with which Mr. 
Thomson was earlier associated. The 
third preference is to companies in the 
Pennsylvania System other than the Penn- 

Ready to Face the World 
The School authorities endeavor as far as 

possible to give each pupil some definite 
equipment, whereby she may after she 
leaves the School support herself not only 
before marriage-as a large percentage do 
marry-but so that, should the changes 
and chances of life make it necessary for 
her to support herself later, she may have 
something definite to turn to. There are 
at present two former pupils who are 
widows, supporting themselves as trained 
nurses, and one by teaching. Out of 35 
girls who were educated at the School, 
and of whose later history the Trustees 
have records, 31 engaged in business or 
professional work. Information has thus 
far been received of the marriage of 20. 

Seven of the girls became trained nurses ; 
five, teachers ; five, dressmakers ; three, 
musicians ; three, saleswomen ; two, sec- 
retaries ; two, bookkeepers. One took up 
manicuring and another stenography, while 
the occupations of several others are not 
classified. 

+ * Y * 

The number of applications received for 
children who are not eligible serves to call 
attention to the fact that there are many 
mothers and guardians of the limited num- 
ber of eligible children who do not know 
about the School and who might be glad 

to avail themselves of its privileges of train- 

ing and education were it called to their 

attention. For all such, as well as for all 

railroad men who may be interested, the 

Trustees will be glad to make arrange- 

ments with the Superintendent to visit the 

School either in Philadelphia during the 

winter months, or at Elberon, N. J., from 

May until October. 
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