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THE PENNSYLVANIA RAILROAD SYSTEM 

INFORMATION 
FOR EMPLOYES AND THE PUBLIC 

Broad Street Station 
PHILADELPHIA. PA. March 12, 1915 

Pennsylvnnin station 
PITTSBURGH, PA. 

Some of Our “ Railroad Accidents ” 
That Are Not Due to Wrecks 

If every one of the million trains operated on the Pennsylvania Railroad 
System in 1914 had arrived and departed on time, each one moving over its 
own particular route without a semblance of a train accident, 19 people, 
classed in the Interstate Commerce Commission’s accident reports as pas- 
sengers, would have been killed. 

Not a single passenger was killed in a train accident on the entire 
Pennsylvania System of 26,198 miles of track. Yet nineteen so-called 
passengers were killed. 

This is the way passengers lost their lives on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad in 1914 : 

Six people, in falling, jumping or slipping 
from moving cars or trains. 

Two, in attempting to get on moving 
trains. 

Two, slipping off station platform in 
front of trains. 

Two, standing too close to edge of 
station platform and being struck by trains. 

One, jumping off ferry boat. 
* * 

One, throwing himself between cars of 
moving train. 

Three, crossing tracks at stations in 
front of trains. 

One, struck by coach and thrown under 
train. 

One, assaulted by another passenger and 
thrown from train. 

* * 

The Railroad was powerless to prevent these fatalities. 
It is railroad accidents of this kind that heir, to swell the 

~ accident statistics of the carriers of the country. 
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Trespassing’s Death Toll in 1914 on the 
Pennsylvania Railroad 

Three hundred and one human beings 
who were or might have been useful men 

and women-people who trespassed on 
the property of the Pennsylvania Railroad 
-were killed in 1914. -l‘hese deaths are 
charged to so-called “ railroad accidents,” 
yet the Railroad was powerless to prevent 
them. 

Those killed in 1914 on the Pennsyl- 
vania Railroad while trespassing included 
people from all walks of life-students, 

lawyers, painters, salesmen, miners,soldiers, 
stationary engineers, and others. 

The Pennsylvania Railroad has for 
many years conducted an aggressive cam- 
paign against trespassing and the danger- 
ous practice of stealing rides on trains. 

* + t * 

The railroad management will redouble its efforts this year to 
reduce the practice of trespassing. To this end it will seek the co- 
operation of all county, city and borough authorities along its lines. 

Some idea of the awful waste of human 
life caused by trespassingon railroad prop- 
erty -an evil to which thousands of deaths 
are due every year-can be gained from 
figures showing the fatalities from that 

cause on the Pennsylvania Railroad East 
of Pittsburgh alone in the past eight years. 
This is the record : 

Year Number Killed 

1907 . . . 572 
1908 . . . . 475 
1909 . . . 410 
1910 . . . . 336 
1911 . . . . 338 
1912 . . . . 255 
1913 . . . . 311 
1914 . . . . 301 

Interstate Commerce Commissioner C. C. McChord 
is authority for the statement that in 20 years the 
trespassers killed on railways in the United States 
totaled 86,733 and the injured 94,646, or 181,379 casual- 
ties in all, equal to the entire population of the city of 
Columbus, Ohio. Of those injured, he said, the 
majority were seriously maimed or crippled for life. 
These trespassers are not all hoboes. They include 
little children and wage earners living in the vicinity, 
whose death or disability leaves families destitute. 
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One Reason Why Accidents Are Few 
on the Pennsylvania Railroad 

Out of 3,861,962 efficiency tests and 
observations made on the Pennsylvania 
Railroad last year, more than 99.9 per 
cent. showed perfect obedience to the train 
safety rules. To be exact, the safety regu- 

lations were followed to the letter 1494 
times in every 1495 cases observed. The 
tests covered the work of both officers and 
cmployes of the Operating Department. 

* * ic * 

Exactly 24,798 tests were made of the 
observance of stop signals, and in only 34 
cases did the employes fail to live up to 
the strict letter of the rules; in other 
words, the employes were 99.86 per cent. 
perfect in their observance of stop signals. 

The results of these tests, which have 
just been compiled, show how it was pos- 
sible for the Pennsylvania Railroad System 
in 1914 to carry nearly 190,000,000 pas- 
sengers, in more than l,OOO,OOO trains, over 
26,000 miles of track, without a single 
passenger being killed in a train accident. 

An absolutely perfect record was made 
by enginemen in observing flagmen’s sig- 
nals; 18,203 tests showed not one failure. 
Altogether, tests were made last year of 
compliance with 37 different classes of 
safety rules. In 31 of the 37 classes, rec- 
ords of 99.9 per cent. efficiency, or better, 

a total of 31,379 individual tests, perfect 

performance was recorded. 

In 113,747 instances observed, there 

were only 311 in which the rules govern- 

ing the handling of explosives and inflam- 

mables were not foilowed exactly. There 

were only four failures in 129,773 tests for 

obedience of the rule against trains leaving 

or arriving ahead of time. In all save nine 

out of 16,251 cases, the regulations re- 

quiring trainmen to be stationed at all un- 

protected grade crossings, during the shift- 

ing of cars, were obeyed. There were only 

17 infractions, in 53,430 instances, of the 
rules governing watchmen at protected 
crossings. 

* * ic * 

To test obedience to the regulations for 
the protection of men working on or about 
tracks, no less than 309,389 observations 
were made. In only 39.instances was there 
failure to follow the rules perfectly. Out 
of 17,642 observations IO see whether first 
aid equipment was kept in proper order, 
six cases requiring criticism were found. 
In addition to the observations for obedi- 
ence to the train safety rules, 51,414 tests 
were made last year in the use of signals. 
The results showed 99.4 per rent. of per- 

were made. In three classes, representing feet efficiency. 

Safety first is the cardinal principle of the system under which the great 
Pennsylvania Railroad is operated. The test figures for last year, just pub- 
lished, are striking proof of how nearly this ideal can be assured in training 
employes to be efficient and trustworthy. There were during 1914, 3,861,- 
962 careful trials on the Railroad and its allied lines, and 99.9 per cent. of the 
” help ” showed perfect obedience to signals and warnings tried under 
various conditions. 

-From the Pawtucket, R. I., Times, February 34, 1915. 
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Brave Watchman Receives Medal 
from President Wilson 

PATRICK W. MULLIGAN 

Crossing Watchman at Nor&town. Pa. 

He was awarded a medal by President Wilson for 
saving the life of a little girl who ran on the tracks. 

L 

For conspicuous bravery in saving the 
life of a little girl who ran under the safety 
gates before an approaching train, Patrick 
W. Mulligan, Crossing Watchman of the 
Pennsylvania Railroad at Norristown, Pa., 

has been awarded a medal of honor by 
the President of the United States. 

The medal, accompanied by a personal 
letter from President Wilson, was given to 
Mr. Mulligan on the recommendation of 
the Interstate Commerce Commission, 
under the Act of Congress providing for 
such recognition to persons “who, by 
daring, endanger their own lives in saving, 
or endeavoring to save, the lives of others ; 
or in preventing accident upon any railroad.” 

The medal presented to Mr. Mulligan 
is the sixteenth that the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission has recommended under 
the provisions of this law. 

Mr. Mulligan’s act of heroism was per- 
formed on August 19, 1914. He was on 
duty, at that time, at the Mill Street 
crossing, in Norristown. He had lowered 
the gates for an approaching train and had 
taken his position on the west track, when 
an Italian child, about two and one-half 
years old, ran beneath the gate and stepped 
out on the tracks. The train was only a 
short distance away, but Mr. Mulligan 
jumped for the child and saved her from 
going under the wheels. Both were struck 
by the engine. 

When the train passed, Mr. Mulligan 
was found lying by the track unconscious 
from a severe scalp wound and bruises. 
One of his hands was within a few inches 
of the rail. The little girl’s foot was 
injured, but her life was saved. 

The eternal vigilance of the Pennsylvania Company does not only per- 
tain to tracks and rolling stock, but to the character of the men in its 

Such a record as the Pennsylvania Railroad has made does not 

-From Younptown, Ohio, Telegram, March 2, 1915. 
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